IRL Newsletter
ISSUE
Our Mission:
To empower individuals of all abilities to take charge of their own learning and lives, making it possible for them to be
competent, caring and contributing members of society; and to provide learning opportunities for families,
professionals, and communities to support those efforts.

In the Spotlight! Annual Thanksgiving Feast
From toddlers to 60 years old, IRL returned to our annual tradition of a Thanksgiving Feast cooked by our
staff. IRL served more than 400 meals to our children, students, and adult clients with another 200 staff joining in
the fun and enjoying a great meal. Fun was had by all and no one went hungry!!! Thanks to the generous donations
of turkeys from Northgate, great prices at Grocery Outlet in South Pasadena, donations from our growing
community, and great shopping skills of our Managing Director, Shawn Prokopec, IRL was able to feed nearly 600
people for only $370. It was a wonderful day and everyone at IRL is appreciative of those who continue to support
our programs and ensure that we can offer these special days to our community.

South Pasadena Connections – Chapter Team Referral Network, a South Pasadena
organization, generously donated $810 through member donations, along with a
matching donation. This donation will ensure that our programs located in South
Pasadena can provide a holiday event for the children, students, and adults that we
serve. In addition, IRL will provide a bag of groceries to the Almansor Academy
students as TEAM wanted to ensure that the Almansor families had additional food
over the holiday break. IRL also made a commitment that all groceries purchased
will be spent at businesses located in South Pasadena to support the local
community.

IRL Second Annual Silent Auction!
WE DID IT!!!!! The IRL Silent Auction benefitting Westmoreland Academy raised
$16,068.29 towards the completion of the playground at Westmoreland
Academy. IRL and the staff and families at Westmoreland Academy thank the
sponsors, donors, and bidders who helped us exceed our goal of $15,000. Now the
fun begins of obtaining bids, designing the final area, and starting the work to create
an interactive area for our students and providing another area for outdoor
activities.

A Year In Review!
As 2021 draws to a close, I want to express my gratitude for the growing community of foundations, individual and
corporate donors, followers, and supporters of the Institute for the Redesign of Learning. The support ensures that
we can continue to provide exceptional services, enrichment opportunities, and special events for our children,
students, and clients. After a year of closure, it has brought much joy to have the ability to provide more
opportunities for our community of learners. We look forward to the year ahead of us and sharing exciting news of
growth within our programs. Thank you again and have a blessed holiday season!
Shawn Prokopec, Managing Director

Save the Date!!
IRL is partnering with Aztlan Athletics to host our first ever
Empowering All Abilities 5K Run/Walk! Please save the date and join
us for the festivities!
April 9, 2022 at the Arroyo Seco South Field!
We will have activities, food, and entertainment, along with an award
ceremony for both the adult and children’s races.

To help support our work throughout IRL as we start the new school year, please consider donating through our
secure donation link on our website (www.redesignlearning.org).
Connect with us!

Follow IRL on Facebook @redesignlearning
and Instagram @redesign.learning

